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(8> 

sparingly and in due proportions— this is the solution which 
the muss of the workers understand^fcest. This is also the 
system which is commonly practised In the rural districts (of 
France). So long as the common lands afford abundant 
pasture, what Commune seeks to restrict their use? When 
brush-wood and chestnuts are plentiful, what Commune 
forb]ds its members to take as much as they want ? And 
when the larger wood begins to grow scarce, what course does 
the peasant adopt ? — The allowancing of individuals. 

Let us take from the common stock the articles which 
nre abundant, and let those objects whose production is more 
restricted be served out in allowances according to require- 
ments, giving preference to children and old persons, that is 
to say, to the weak. And, moreover, let all be consumed, not 
in public, but at home, according to individual tastes and in 
company with one's family and friends. This is the ideal of 
the masses. 

But it is not enough to argue about, " Communism " and 
'Expropriation;" it is furthermore necessary to know who 
should have the management of the common patrimony, and it 
is especially on this question that different schools of Socialists 
are opposed to one another, some desiring authoritarian Com- 
munism, and others, like ourselves, declaring unreservedly in 
favour of anarchist Communism. In order to judge between 
these two, let us return once again to our starting point, the 
Revolution of last century. 

In overturning royalty the Revolution proclaimed the 
sovereignty of the people ; but, by an inconsistency which was 
very natural at that time, it proclaimed, not a permanent 
sovereignty, but an intermittent one, to be exercised at certain 
intervals only, for the nomination of deputies supposed to 
represent the people. In reality it copied its institutions from 
the representative government of England. The Revolution 
was drowned in blood, and, nevertheless, representative 
government became the watchword of Europe. All Europe, 
with the exception of Russia, has tried it, under all possible 
forms, from government based on a property qualification to 
the direct government of the little Swiss republics. But, 
strange to say, just in proportion as we have approached 
nearer to the ideal of a representative government, elected by 
a perfectly free universal suffrage, in that same proportion have 
its essential vices become manifest to us, till we have clearly 
seen that this mode of government is radically defective. Is 
it not indeed absurd to take a certain n urn b er of men from 



(9) 
out the mass, and to entrust them with the management of 

all public affairs, saying to them, "Attend to these matters, 
we exonerate ourselves from the task by laying it upon you : 
it is for you to make laws on all manner o'f subjects — armaments 
and mad dogs, observatories and chimneys, instruction and 
Itreet-sweepingr: arrange these things as you please and make 
aws about them, since you are the chosen ones whom the 
people has voted capable of doing everything!" It appears 
to me that if a thoughtful and honest man were offered such a 
post, he would answer somewhat in this fashion : — 

" You entrust me with a task which I am unable to fulfil. I 
am unacquainted with most of the questions upon which I 
shall be called on to legislate. I shall either have to work to 
some extent in the dark, which will not be to your advantage, 
or I shall appeal to you and summon meetings in which you 
will yourselves seek to come to an understanding on the 
questions at issue, in which case my office will be unnecessary. 
If you have formed an opinion and have formulated it, and if 
you are anxious to come to an understanding with others 
who have also formed an opinion on the same subject, then 
all you nerd do is to communicate with your neighbours and 
send a dele-ate to come to an understanding with other 
delegates on this specific question ; but you will certainly 
reserve to yourselves the right of taking an ultimate decision ; 
you will not entrust your delegate with the making of laws for 
you. This is how scientists and business men act each time 
that they have to come to an agreement." 

Hut the above reply would be a repudiation of the represen- 
tative system, and nevertheless it is a faithful expression of 
the idea which is growing everywhere since the vices of 
representative government have been exposed in all their 
nakedness. Our age, however, has gone still further, for it has 
begun to discuss the rights of the State and of Society in rela- 
tion to the individual; people now ask to what point the 
interference of the State is necessary in .the multitudinous 
functions of society. 

Do we require a government to educate our children ? Onlv 
let the worker have leisure to instruct himself, and you will 
sec that, through the free initiative of parents and of persons 
lend of tuition, thousands of educational societies and schools 
of all kinds will spring up, rivalling one another in the excellence 
of their teaching. If we were not crushed bv taxation and 
exploited by employers, as we now are, could we not ourselves 



